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THE arrival of Demetrius Ipsilanti at Hydra

gave a new impulse to the enthusiasm of the

patriots : this young officer reached the island

early in June from Trieste, having traversed the

Austrian dominions in disguise, and thus evaded

the fate of his brother. He bore a commission

from Prince Alexander appointing him general

in chief of all the forces in Greece, and was

accompanied by a younger brother of prince

Cantacuzene and some other Greeks belonging
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to families settled in the North of Europe. The

Hydriots received Ipsilanti with discharges of

artillery and other demonstrations of joy. After

remaining a few days in the island, in the course

of which a proclamation was issued explaining

the object of his coming, he made some changes in

the local government, and proceeded to the

Morea, where he assumed the command of the

army before Tripolizza. The disastrous issue of

his brother's expedition could not then be known,

and it was generally supposed that Demetrius had

brought large sums of money and a quantity of

military stores ; but this illusion soon vanished,

for it was found he had not more than 200,000

Turkish piastres, most of which Petros Bey

borrowed for the support of his followers, and

two hundred stand of arms. As the melancholy

termination of the northern campaign became

known, the ardor exited by Ipsilanti's arrival

began to cool, when the Ephors turned a deaf ear

to all his propositions for organising the army and

establishing a regular system of administration.

They were equally insensible to the menaces of one

of his companions, named Condiotti, formerly

valet de chambre to Count Capodistrias, and

who threatened them not only with the ven

geance of Prince Alexander, but with that of the

Autocrat himself. They had, however, already

heard that one was a fugitive and prisoner, and

that the other loudly disavowed their cause. Un-
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able to realise his plans, Condiotti withdrew from

the Morea, though not without a strong suspicion

of being one of those who had embezzled part of

the sums raised by subscription among the He-

taerists. Another determined partizan of Russia,

Affendouli, who constantly appeared in the uni

form of that nation, went to Crete, and obtained

the command of the independent forces there,

but he was soon driven away as an impostor, and

narrowly escaped with his life. Having alluded

to the first symptoms of dissension between Ipsi-

lanti and the Ephors, this is, perhaps, the most

proper place to offer a few remarks on the state

of parties in Greece at this period ; for it is only

by correct data on the actors, that many of those

circumstances which have marked the progress of

the contest can be explained.

The attempt to regenerate a people who have

been long weighed down by tyranny, and exposed

to the influence of a corrupt and demoralizing

government, is a task of infinite difficulty, and

must ever encounter obstacles almost insurmount

able. On the first dawn of freedom in Modern

Greece, it is to be lamented, that so much of the

spirit of dissension coeval with the formation of

the ancient republics, and aptly characterised

as the inveterate malady of the Greek cities, by a

writer of antiquity, should have survived the

Lower Empire and Turkish despotism :—when a

system of rule like that to which the Greek people



118 THE PRIMATES.

had been subjected by all their conquerors, and

the abuses connected with their religious dogmas,

are considered, who can wonder, if many of the

chiefs who now came forward, seemed more an

xious for the interests of his native village or city,

than the general good of the confederacy. The

want of concert, as well as that variety ofdetached

operations which were pursued at different points

may be attributed to the above causes. The na

tion was, besides, divided into two great parties ;

those of the Hetaerists, and Ephors or Primates.

It is also to be observed that there was scarcely

a man in either party, who had been accustomed

to the direction of a public administration or con

ducting national affairs on a grand scale. As soon

as the Turkish magistrates had lost their power,

all authority in civil matters, naturally fell into

the hands of the Bishops and Primates, who had

under the Ottoman yoke, been employed to col

lect imposts and arrange the minor details of do

mestic and municipal polity among the Christian

communities : but these men, accustomed to

every species of low intrigue, fraud and extor

tion, and to enrich themselves at the expence of

the poorer classes, were neither able to quit the

beaten track in which they had so long moved, nor

get rid of their grovelling habits ; much less raise

themselves to the level of existing circumstances.

The characters of such men were by no means

calculated to inspire respect, while their influence
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could only be maintained by caballing together

and retaining bands of unprincipled satellites in

their pay. One of the most conspicuous indi

viduals in this class, was Germanos, Archbishop of

Patrass, a vain, ambitious, selfish and intriguing

churchman. The armed population was com

manded by officers bearing the title of Capitani,

a word of very vague signification ; since some

were at the head of two thousand men, while

others were not followed by more than twenty or

thirty. In the military councils, the greatest share

of influence and authority was either assumed by

or conferred on the leading Klepthis, who were

the only persons capable of heading the troops,

the inferior commanders being elected by the

voluntary suffrage of the provincial militia, that

served under them. Thus, each village had its

petty chief, who was allowed to command while

he made himself agreeable and no longer. It

sometimes happened that these officers, though

engaged in the same enterprise, acted quite inde

pendently of each other, but it more frequently

occurred, that a number of them agreed to obey

one chief of superior reputation. Nor did the best

understanding always exist between the Captains

and the Primates, although they were reciprocally

dependent on each other ; the first for receiving a

regular supply of rations, which it was the business

of the Ephors to collect and send to the army ;

the second, for having their decrees enforced and
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measures carried into effect. The confusion aris

ing from the jumble of civil and military organi

zation, to which the country party adhered but

too obstinately, may be easily conceived : brought

up under the Turkish system, and participating in

its abuses, they seemed to have no permanent

rule of action, and took a singular pride in at

tempting to imitate the barbarous pomp displayed

by the Mahometans of rank. But the views of

the Hetaerists were altogether different : educated

in Europe, and more accustomed than their less fa

voured countrymen, to the usages of civilized life,

they were anxious to introduce them into Greece :

unfortunately, however, they consisted for the most

part of young men, who had no experience of

public business. Having but lately issued from

colleges and counting houses, often carried

away by passion and enthusiasm, they took too

little pains to conceal the high opinion they enter

tained of their own powers, and their contempt

for associates who had not enjoyed the same

advantages. Their hopes were fixed upon Russia,

and however strange it may appear, they would

have been willing to govern regenerated Greece,

under Russian protection. At the head of this

latter party, was Demetrius Ipsilanti, whose name,

whatever may have been the errors of the Hetse-ris ts, cannotbe mentionedwithoutfeelings ofesteem

and respect. This young man, though not more

than twenty-two years of age, had held the rank
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of lieutenant-colonel in the Russian army, but

without having found an opportunity of acquiring

a knowledge of his profession by active service in

the field. His exterior is rather unfavorable,

being of short stature, and nearly bald ; and there

is an expression of coldness in his manner, which

is apt to repel strangers ; but on a closer acquain

tance, this reserve wears away, when his excellent

qualities appear in their true colours. Intrepid,

persevering, and totally indifferent to the allure

ments of pleasure, Ipsilanti has no thought, na

wish but for the honor and happiness of Greece ;

and if he desired to be at the head of the govern

ment, it was only that he might be able to ren

der her more essential service. Unlike many

others he was scrupulous in the means he em

ployed to gain even his most favourite ends,

and disinterested in the extreme, amidst a sys

tem of pillage and peculation which would

have followed a similar revolution in the most

enlightened country of Europe. Although no

man had deeper reasons to hate the Turks, yet he

constantly interposed to save them from insult and

ill treatment when vanquished, and by example

as well as precept, endeavoured to check the ex

cesses inseparable from such a war. If his efforts

were not always crowned with success, there is

not less credit due to the character and motives

of Prince Demetrius. His greatest fault is per

haps, that of not possessing sufficient energy,
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and being too mild for the circumstances in which

he was placed, and the men with whom he had

to act. The situation of the Prince was both

difficult and delicate, surrounded by jarring in

terests and passions, an object of constant jealousy

to the Primates, and frequently opposed in his

attempts to correct prevailing defects.

Prince Cantacuzene, the colleague of Ipsilanti,

though sprung from a Greek family, was in all

respects a Russian : full of spirit and activity, he

appeared to be gifted with a considerable share of

military skill, but soon became tired of a service,

in which the objects of a man's ambition could

only be attained by sacrifices which few are willing

to make. After the capture of Malvasia, where

he commanded the besieging force, Cantacuzene

refused to accept any employment, unless suffi

cient means were given him, with an assurance of

support : and as the gratification of these wishes,

were impracticable in the existing state of the

contest, he quitted Greece altogether in Oc

tober, and repaired to Italy, whence he has not

since returned.

Early in August, Prince Mavrocordato and Ca-

radja, the first a highly distinguished Fanariot,

and the second a son of the fugitive Hospodar, ar

rived from Marseilles in a Greek vessel, loaded with

military stores, which Mavrocordato had pur

chased there, and after visiting the camp before

Patrass, disembarked their supplies at Messolunghi.



PRINCE MAVROCORDATO, 123

The talents and noble character of Mavrocor-

dato, soon procured him great weight and authorrity among all classes, while Caradja was a mere

cypher, and his name scarcely ever mentioned.

With respect to the Bey of Maina, Mavromichalis,

though as anxious to see his country free as most

men, his period of personal activity had gone by,

and he was also destitute of those powers of the

mind, indispensible for those destined to take a

prominent part in such a revolution. His brother,

Kyriacouli, on whom the command of the Mai-

notes seemed principally to devolve, gave proofs

of courage and enterprise : and his eldest son was

a young man of very great promise, possessing a

fascinating exterior, amiable manners, and full of

patriotism : both found a glorious death in the

summer of 1822 : the first was killed on the

coast of Epirus, and the second being sur

rounded near Carystus, in Eubasa, by a body

of the enemy, far superior in number, after see

ing all his companions slain by his side, chose

rather to plunge a dagger into his heart, than fall

alive into the hands of the infidels.

Of all those who have been called upon to aid

the Greek cause, Colocotroni deserves most par

ticular notice. This chief had never submitted to

the Ottomans, but like his ancestors, had almost

from his cradle carried on a petty warfare against

them, spreading alarm throughout his native

province, at the head of a band of faithful and
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determined followers, making the most inac

cessible mountains of Arcadia his abode, and

plundering all who came in his way. No wonder

if the character of such a man received a tinge

from the wild habits of his life ; hasty and violent

in his temper ; an Ajax in person ; bold and daring

in the field, where he seemed to court danger ;

greedy and rapacious of spoil, fertile in stratagem,

it would have been almost impossible to find a

more active or efficient partisan. Driven from the

Morea by Veli Pacha, he first entered into the

Russian, and subsequently the British service, and

was appointed captain of guides in one of the

Greek battalions raised in the Ionian Islands. But

his military experience had given Colocotroni no

relish for tactics or discipline ; to neither of which

did he appear to attach the smallest importance.

When pressed on these points, he merely re

marked, that if the Greeks were ignorant of the

art of war, their enemies the Turks were equally

so. Content to practice the lessons of early life,

the first resource that presented itself to his mind

in moments of danger, was a retreat to the moun

tains ; these were looked upon as his castles and

citadels, and once among them he deemed him

self invincible. In politics, he appeared rather

wavering and undecided. Colocotroni neither

loved nor esteemed Ipsilanti, whom he accused of

sloth and want of vigour : yet did he for a long

time affect to give the Prince his countenance and
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support. Some of the Ephors had, however, a

certain degree of influence over him. In his

heart, Colocotroni is probably a Russian, although

it should be added, that he never showed himself

well-disposed towards the Hetaerists ; on the other

hand, it is not improbable but that he wished to

perpetuate the reign of anarchy, in order to pro

fit by it and rule the storm.

Anagnostaras of Leondari, had led the same

kind of life as Colocotroni, to whom he was allied

by a long friendship ; had been captain of grena

diers in the same corps, and like him, enjoyed a

green and vigorous old age : he was besides a

good soldier, endowed both with prudence and

discretion. The name of the brave and modest

Nikitas has already appeared ; few of the other

captains of this period enjoyed or indeed seemed

to deserve much reputation.

Ipsilanti had two important projects in view :

one of these, was to establish a general and cen

tral government, for all Greece : the other, to put

the army upon a regular footing, and assimilate it

to the troops of Europe. Both the above designs

met with numberless obstacles ; the first would

have destroyed the influence of many interested

individuals, who were at the head of different

states ofthe confederation, and the second was caLculated to lessen the power of the military chiefs.

The captains and ephors therefore joined in op-
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posing them, and in other respects, created such

difficulties as to render the situation of the Prince

exceedingly irksome. In the meanwhile, two

events occurred, which, though favourable to the

cause of independence, tended by their conse

quences, to exasperate Ipsilanti still more.

The strong fortresses of Malvasia, and Navarin,

surrendered to the patriots in August. The

former situated on the east coast of Laconia, is a

place very difficult to reduce, being built in a

rock washed on every side by the Egean sea, and

communicating with the continent only by a

bridge. Defended in this quarter by a strong

treble wall, it is inaccessible at every other point,

containing within itself, sources of excellent

water, and a small patch of cultivated land, suffi

cient to support a garrison of fifty or sixty men.

Below this impregnable citadel, is a port and

suburb, where most of the inhabitants reside.

The Greeks had kept it closely blockaded both by

sea and land, since the month of April ; Canta-

cuzene arrived in the camp about the middle of

July, and took the command ; famine had already

made dreadful havoc amongst the Mahometans,

who after prolonging their existence by the most

unnatural aliments, were at length reduced to

feed on human flesh, eating their prisoners, and

even their own children. Nor was this a solitary

instance, as most of the strong holds in the Pelo-
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ponnesus, presented similar examples. To such

extremities will men go, in obedience to the great

and irresistible law of self preservation.

But while the majority of the population was

thus suffering, the governor shut up with two

hundred soldiers in the citadel, enjoyed abun

dance, and gave himself no trouble about the

fate of his countrymen in the lower town. These

last, were disposed rather to famish, than trust to

the mercy of the peasants, and Mainotes, who

were investing the place: but the arrival of

Prince Cantacuzene having inspired them with

some degree of confidence, they ventured to open

a negociation. Full protection was stipulated for

their lives, moveable property and the honor of

their families ; it was also agreed that they should

be transported in Greek vessels to the coast of

Anatolia. On the faith of these assurances, a

part of the inhabitants got into the Castle by stra

tagem, seized and disarmed the governor and his

troops, and on the 3rd ofAugust opened the gates

to the besiegers.

Prompted by those feelings of> irritation and

revenge, which have been so often betrayed under

similar circumstances ; and impressed with a

notion that the garrison was not entitled to the

benefits of a capitulation entered into with the

inhabitants of the town, the Greek soldiery,

strangers to discipline, fell on the former, ofwhom

numbers perished. To the credit of Cantacu-
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zene, it should be added that he displayed equal

prudence and firmness on this occasion ; interpos

ing his authority with such effect, as to save a

number of lives, and eventually succeeded in put

ting a stop to the excesses, though not without con

siderable risk from his own soldiers, who conceived

they were only retaliating the countless murders

previously committed by the infidels : considering

the relative situation of the parties now opposed,

and the nature of the war, it could hardly be ex

pected, that the minor articles of the capitulation

were very scrupulously observed. The Turks

were, however, shipped off in three Ipsariot vessels,

and landed on a small island close to the Asiatic

coast, whence they reached the continent. Though

the Greeks have been reproached for this act,

they can scarcely be blamed for not entering an

Ottoman port, well knowing that such a step

would have been attended with certain death.

Navarin, which also surrendered soon after, was

the theatre of another tragedy, to which none but

wars between slaves and their task masters ever

give rise. Well fortified, and possessing one of the

iinest harbours in Europe, this city is built in the

immediate vicinity of the ancient Pylos ; it was

ably defended by the Turks, who made several

vigorous sorties, but at last, every kind of sus

tenance being exhausted, after devouring even

their slippers, they were forced to capitulate.

Ipsilanti had sent one of the best and most dis-
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tinguished of his friends, Tipaldo the Cephalonian,

to conduct the siege. Tipaldo was a man ofvirtue

and abilities, who, after practising as a physician in

Bessarabia with great success, abandoned the ris

ing prospect of wealth to take his part in the na

tional war. He manifested great spirit at the

head of some lonians in the various actions which

were fought under the walls, and it was his pre

sence that chiefly induced the Turks to treat

about a surrender ; for such was their obstinate

resolution, that they had placed barrels of gun

powder under their houses, with the intention of

blowing up the town, when a longer resistance

should become impossible : the same terms were

granted here as at Malvasia. It was while the

siege of both these places had been carrying

on, that the news of the Patriarch's murder

and that of the Greek clergy at Adrianople,

together with the profanation of the Christian

churches throughout the empire, spread through

Greece: the fury of the troops, worked up to

madness, was therefore vented on the garrison, of

whom a considerable number were sacrificed. Ti

paldo endeavoured in vain to arrest the heart rend

ing spectacle, the infuriated soldiery answering his

exhortation by citing some act of personal suffer

ing or oppression, and directing his attention to

the recent massacres of the capital and other

places.

These disorders joined to the opposition he ex-
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perienced in other respects, roused the indigna

tion of Ipsilanti, who determined to withdraw

until a clearer understanding could be established.

He accordingly issued a proclamation in which he

inveighed bitterly against the cruelties and indis

cipline of the Peloponnesians, and giving up the

command, proceeded to Leondari. The Primates

and Captains being however alarmed at this step,

sent a deputation to the place of his retreat, and

persuaded him to resume his functions as general

issimo.
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